GREENBELT OF FENNOSCANDIA AS
A FOREST-ECOLOGICAL
MEGACORRIDOR

Jyri Mikkola, Keijo Savola, Rein Midteng

- on basis of the results of the Gap-analysis in NW Russia,
BPAN-project, and plenty of other projects with many
participating organisations, like:

, SYKE, SPb State University, KRC, Kola BCC, SPOK,
Transparent World, Greenpeace Russia, FANC, the Finnish
Nature League, and various regional authorities
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The "Green Crossroads” -area
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The Horseshoe of Fennoscandia
(according to Midteng)
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The Greenbelt of Fennoscandia (GBoF) is a concept that has been
used for various meanings. Very often it is portrayed as a zone running
along the Russian-Finnish border and in the North along Russian-
Finnish-Norwegian borders, from the Baltic Sea to the Barents Sea.
However, if we consider the GBoF as a forest-ecological mega-
corridor, a zone connecting two seas has no significance, and thus the
southern “root” of the GBof in reality lies a bit outside the geographical
Fennoscandia, on the southern side of River Neva, where the GBoF
meets with two other major greenbelts; one leading to west/southwest
to the Baltic States and the other to southeast, to the heart of the
western parts of Russia.

Correspondently in the North, in so called “Green Crossroads” -area,
the GBoF also meets with two other major greenbelts; the greenbelt

through Finnish Lapland all the way to central Sweden and Norway

(the Greenbelt of Scandinavia) and a greenbelt running to the eastern
parts of the Kola Peninsula.



Between the southern and northern extremities of the GBoF, there

currently exists a mostly wide, more or less continuous forest area,

even though on the eastern and northeastern side of the city of Sankt

Peterburg a "bottleneck” area in great demand of preservation exists.
However, if we pay attention of the functionality of the GBoF as an

ecological corridor for many demanding forest-dwelling species, e.g.

species dependent on natural features of mature and overmature

forest, the GBoF consists of belt(s) of relatively large quality-core
areas (basically the larger the farther north you get) and forest

corridors or chains of “stepping stones” connecting them. In places

these chains of forests run clearly on Russian territory, in places
clearly on Finnish territory, and in places on both sides of the border
(in the North also on Norwegian territory).



In many places the quality corridors or chains of “stepping stones”
connecting the larger core areas of the GBoF are currently very
narrow (surrounded by recently clear-cut areas and young forests),
and are under a great risk of disappearing , mainly due to logging.
Some of the core areas also face a risk of disappearing, because
strong enough protection measures have not been applied to them. As
whole, the GBoF is under a great risk of losing its current functionality
as a forest-ecological mega-corridor, unless urgent protection
measures of various kinds to preserve it are taken.
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